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[ neray demand peaks on hot days as people in y \:.ﬁ
. Australia turn on their air-conditioners. With houses i - .
often built for size and view, passive design is often \

ignored — resulting in heat traps. A well-designed home
should need nothing more energy-intensive than a
ceiling sweep fan. Working by circulating cool air around
the room, ceiling fans run at about one cent per hour,
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compared with 12 cents for evaporative cooling and up Aﬂ old-fashioned clothes line is the greener alternative to the electric clothes dryer — it produces no

greenhouse gases and it's also free. Using a machine to dry your clothes three times a week can
cost you $100 a year, generating about 500 kilograms of greenhouse gases. Most people have access
to a solar-powered dryer in their own backyard: the sun. Set up a winter clothes line under a covered

to 60 cents per hour for air-conditioning. Simple habits
help too. Keep windows and curtains closed during the
day to block out heat and open them at night to let the
house coal. If you use an air-conditioner, use it efficiently.
A good summer setting is between 24 and 27 degrees.
* Jook for cooling solutions that are kinder

to the environment

area to dry laundry on rainy days. If you do use a dryer, make sure it has a high energy-efficiency rating.
Check the machine has good airflow and keep the lint filter clean for maximum operating efficiency.
* install a solar clothes dryer
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th up to- 40 per cant of your home's
C arpats might kook and feed great, but they may not mean enargy for cooling or haating baing lost or
good news for the ervironment and your healih. Even gainad through windows, § makas groen sensa to
pura wool carpet s often reated with chamicak 1o repel dirt improsa their thermal parfomance. The Windows
and bugs. Try to source low-emission products and chooss one Enargy Raling Scheme (WERS) rates the anangy
wiih low pile. Or look for Interface carpats — the foundar, Ray impact of windows in housing across Ausiralia.
dnderson, 5 a hero for crealing a sustainable carpet company. Choosa the nght window for your amironmsant.
Clean carpets reguiarly, as thay can trap dirt and mould and Wioodan frames provide batter insulation than

harbour dust mites. But make cleaning your carpels a mona % alurminum. Double-glazed windows will insulate
ervironmantally fnendly process. Australians bought 1. 13 million g you from hot and coid temperatune axtremes.
vacuum cleanars in 2006, and that's a lot of vacuum bags gaing E Louvred windows will catch the breeze on

to kandiill, o irvest ina bagless cleanar 1o reduce the wasta. i :':_ summer ays. And dressing up your windows
Clean filters and tubes regularty o maximisa enargy efficiency. ; ' : f‘E - with curtains, blinds, shades, awnings and
fAhvays usa grean carped-cleaning professionals or do it yoursalf Yy N Y i l shutiars will improve their themal properties
with envionmentally safe chemicals or natural alternafives. x ».r e # W E rénimising heat inss and draughis in wintar.

+ koap carpets clean for a healthy, homely environmant ‘ & ' E1 ! g * have windows that are enargy efficiant

and smartly drassad
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